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MULTIPLE HOMICIDE:

Victorio Begay #ME-380-98

Louisa Begay #ME-381-98

Luca Begay #ME-382-98

Paco Begay #ME-383-98

Kenneth Braverman #ME-384-98

Samuel Braverman #ME-201-98

Thomas Braverman #ME-202-98

Betty Palmer #ME-194-98

Wendy Cullen #ME-195-98


Sally McLaren #ME-196-98

Leonie Hughes #ME-197-98

Elizabeth Dixon #ME-198-98

Catherine Hobbs #ME-199-98

Katalin DeSilva #ME-200-98

MULTIPLE MISSING PERSONS PRESUMED DEAD:

Allen Curtley

Karen Curtley

Felix Royos

Edward Stolz

Christopher Martin

Rolf Traunterd

Freda Ollenberg

Deiter Van Olsen

Vera Van Olsen

Elaine Braverman

CRIME SCENE PROFILE:

Homicide of Victorio Begay

42 Year old Apache Indian;

Preliminary Investigation by Arizona State FBI crime laboratory, Phoenix Arizona. 

Confiscated by the NSA.

M.E. Case number ME-380-98

Homicide of Louisa Begay

38 Year old Apache Indian;

Preliminary Investigation by Arizona State FBI crime laboratory, Phoenix Arizona.

Confiscated by the NSA.

M.E. Case number ME-381-98

Homicide of Luca Begay

13 Year old Apache Indian;

Preliminary Investigation by Arizona State FBI crime laboratory, Phoenix Arizona.

Confiscated by the NSA.

M.E. Case number ME-382-98

Homicide of Paco Begay

15 Year old Apache Indian;

Preliminary Investigation by Arizona State FBI crime laboratory, Phoenix Arizona.

Confiscated by the NSA.

M.E. Case number ME-383-98

Homicide of Kenneth Braverman

38 Year old White Male;

No examination conducted.

Confiscated by the NSA.

M.E. Case number ME-384-98

Homicide of Samuel Braverman

11 Year old White Male;

Investigated by Houston Crime Laboratory, Medical Examiner Division & City of Houston Police Department, Houston Texas .

M.E. Case number ME-202-98

Homicide of Thomas Braverman

7 Year old White Male;

Investigated by Houston Crime Laboratory, Medical Examiner Division & City of Houston Police Department, Houston Texas .

M.E. Case number ME-203-98

Homicide of Betty Palmer 

21 Year old White Female;

Investigated by Houston Crime Laboratory, Medical Examiner Division & City of Houston Police Department, Houston Texas .

M.E. Case number  #ME-194-98

Homicide of Wendy Cullen 

27 Year old White Female;

Investigated by Houston Crime Laboratory, Medical Examiner Division & City of Houston Police Department, Houston Texas .

M.E. Case number  #ME-195-98


Homicide of Sally McLaren 

24 Year old White Female;

Investigated by Houston Crime Laboratory, Medical Examiner Division & City of Houston Police Department, Houston Texas .

M.E. Case number  #ME-196-98

Homicide of Leonie Hughes 

19 Year old White Female;

Investigated by Houston Crime Laboratory, Medical Examiner Division & City of Houston Police Department, Houston Texas .

M.E. Case number  #ME-197-98

Homicide of Elizabeth Dixon 

22 Year old White Female;

Investigated by Houston Crime Laboratory, Medical Examiner Division & City of Houston Police Department, Houston Texas .

M.E. Case number  #ME-198-98

Homicide of Catherine Hobbs 

25 Year old White Female;

Investigated by Houston Crime Laboratory, Medical Examiner Division & City of Houston Police Department, Houston Texas .

M.E. Case number  #ME-199-98

Homicide of Katalin DeSilva 

28 Year old White Female;

Investigated by Houston Crime Laboratory, Medical Examiner Division & City of Houston Police Department, Houston Texas .

M.E. Case number  #ME-200-98

Kidnapping of Allen Curtley 

57 Year old white male;

Scene investigated by Arizona State Police and San Carlos Tribal police.

Kidnapping of Karen Curtley

53 Year old white female;

Scene investigated by Arizona State Police and San Carlos Tribal police.

Kidnapping of  Felix Royos

20 Year old Hispanic male;

Scene investigated by Arizona State Police and San Carlos Tribal police.

Kidnapping of Edward Stolz

32 Year old white male;

Scene investigated by Arizona State Police and San Carlos Tribal police.

Kidnapping of Christopher Martin

29 Year old white male;

Scene investigated by Arizona State Police and San Carlos Tribal police.

Kidnapping of Rolf Trautner

22 Year old white male;

Scene investigated by Arizona State Police and San Carlos Tribal police.

Kidnapping of Freda Ollenberg

22 Year old white female;

Scene investigated by Arizona State Police and San Carlos Tribal police.

Kidnapping of Dieter Van Olsen

65 Year old white male;

Scene investigated by Arizona State Police and San Carlos Tribal police.

Kidnapping of Vera Van Olsen

60 Year old white male;

Scene investigated by Arizona State Police and San Carlos Tribal police.

None of the crime scenes shows any signs of violence or struggle.

LOCATION: On August 1st, 1998, all four members of the Begay family were found, buried in a shallow grave, in a field on their farmland, in the San Carlos Indian Reservation, Arizona. All had been killed with a sharp cutting implement, most likely a knife, and had the blood drained from their bodies.

Paco Begay had had his liver and kidneys removed. Luca Begay had had his lungs removed. In both cases the organs appeared to be removed using the same blade that had caused the fatal injuries.  

On August 2nd, 1998, Kenneth Braverman was found inside his car, which was buried on the San Carlos Indian Reservation. He had killed with a sharp cutting implement and drained of blood, his lungs had been removed. Due to similarities between his death and the deaths of the Begay family the two crimes have been linked. 

On June 23rd, 1998 Police from the Houston Police Department with a warrant to arrest Kenneth Braverman on suspicion of murder entered his home. They discovered the blood drained and partially cannibalised remains of  Kenneth's two children Samuel and Thomas Braverman. It was initially assumed that Kenneth Braverman was the perpatrator of these crimes but the subsequent discovery of his corpse has throw doubt on these conclusions.

EXAMINATIONS PERFORMED:An equivocal forensic examination of all available crime scene and autopsy photos, crime scene video, investigator's reports, witness statements, family statements, autopsy reports and numerous other sources to be listed as referenced in the endnote section of this report. The purpose of this preliminary examination was to competently assess the nature of the interactions between the victims and their environments as it contributed to their deaths as indicated by available forensic evidence, and the documentation regarding that evidence. 

ESTABLISHED TIMELINE OF EVENTS:

Police in Houston Texas investigate the murders of  several prostitutes. Witness reports eventually lead them to suspect one of their own, Kenneth Braverman.

Braverman is last seen On June 22nd, at approximately 5:20 pm leaving the Houston Police Department.

Police in Houston move to arrest Braverman and discover his deceased children. Braverman is missing

Along with his wife who, it is assumed, he has kidnapped.

On July 4th, Allen and Karen Curtley fail to arrive at their son Brian's house for dinner. They are expected at 6:30 pm and when they have failed to arrive by 8:00 pm Brian calls their house, their cell phone, several local hospitals, and finally the police to report them missing.

On July 6th, Felix Royos is found to be missing from a Gas Station on Route 70 by David Addler, the dawn shift worker. Abe Wilson, manager of Abe's Gas-n-go calls Felix's home the next day to find out why he left the Gas Station unattended. When he finally gets in touch with Maria Royos who has no idea where her son is, Abe calls the Police to report Felix missing.

On July 10th, Lavern Stolz calls the Phoenix Police to report her husband Ed and his friend Chris Martin missing when they fail to return from a three day fishing trip. Ed and Chris were last seen by lavern and Timothy Stolz on Friday July 6th at 5:45 pm as they were leaving for their trip.

On July 15th, A rental car belonging to Rolf Trautner and Freda Ollenburg, two German tourists, is found abandoned on Route 70 at 8:15 am. A search of the area by Arizona State Police finds a second abandoned car, belonging to a pair of Dutch tourists, Dieter and Vera Van Olsen.

On July 27th, John Rope, a resident of the San Carlos Indian Reservation reports going to visit his neighbour Victorio Begay that afternoon and finding the Begay residence abandoned. Subsequent investigation revealed that the ranch had been abandoned for around week putting the actual date of their dissapearance at ~20th.

On August 1st, The FBI investigators from the Pheonix Field Office, while reviewing the crime scenes,

Find the grave containing the Begay family. They also discover a large number of other graves (25) containing sheep which have been killed and drained of blood.

On August 2nd, The FBI investigators discover the buried Braverman car. Upon digging it up they discover the corpse of Kenneth Braverman.

AUTOPSY REPORTS: 

Performed by Bill Watson, M.E. Pheonix FBI Field Office.

Bill Watson conducted the preliminary investigations on the bodies of the Begay family and the tissue samples taken by Agent Judy Margolis. No autopsies were able to be carried out on the Begays or Kenneth Braverman as the corpses have been confiscated by the NSA under the auspice of National Security. 

His initial analysis of the tissue samples provided by Agent Margolis revealed traces of some sort of neurotoxin. He was unable to identify the source of the toxin. The toxin did not seem to match any known naturally occuring neurotoxin, however this does not necessarily mean the toxin is an unknown synthetic toxin, there is a variety of (mainly) marine animals which possess toxins that have not yet been classified or analysed by biochemists. This does however offer a possible explanation for the lack of violence or signs of a struggle at the scenes of the dissapearances.

For more information on the neurotoxin see Appendix B.

The following is a summary ofthe investigations into the Braverman killings by the Houston Police Department:

The various prostitutes were all killed with a sharp knife. They were all drained of blood. Two of them (there were 7 in total) were partially eaten (both missing some fingers and ears, one missing approximately 60% of her left breast). Three of the women were sexually assualted before being killed.

One of the women (the one whose breast was eaten) was sexually assaulted after being killed. Traces of semen have been recovered from two of the women. It has been tested against the DNA sample the Houston Police have on file for Kenneth Braverman and a match has been found  (there is a 0.001% that this result is a false positive). Bite marks on the prostitutes and the Braverman Children are consistent with Kenneth Braverman's dental records.

WOUND PATTERN ANALYSIS: 

In the case of the Begay murders the initial examination of the bodies show no wounds or physical evidence that would suggest that they tried to defend themselves. The knife wounds suggest someone who is right handed with a fair amount of physical strength. The cuts in the abdomen of the victims would suggest that whilst not being precise and careful, the attacker was not particularly enraged or out of control, most of the cuts avoid bone where possible. There are some bones that have been cut through (to open the rib cage for example) however. No further analysis has been performed.

Kenneth Braverman's injuries would seem to indicate that in his case the killer was being somewhat more precise. The cuts appear to be made more slowly on initial analysis. Futher examination of this aspect is, of course, no longer possible.

The case files from Houston seem to indicate that the attacks on the prostitutes were much more violent in nature. They also involve sexual assualt, something which has not been seen in the Arizona cases (however only one woman has been found in Arizona so this does not necessarily mean anything)

VICTIMOLOGY:

Allen Curtley

BACKGROUND: 

Allen Curtley was the owner of the Done and Ready roofing company. He employed thirty full-time employees in Santa Fe, New Mexico. A medium sized contractor doing primarily home repair. Had no outstanding debts, no ties to organized crime. By all accounts Allen Curtley had a good relationship with his family and business associates.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Brain Curtley described his father in the missing persons report as being about 5ft 10inches tall weighing 180lbs with grey hair (slightly balding) and brown eyes. He wore reading glasses.

CLOTHING:

Employees of  Done and Ready report that on the day of his disappearance Allen was wearing a dark blue suit with a white shirt. Nothing at the Curtley residence would indicate that they changed clothes before leaving for dinner, it is assumed that he was still wearing the suit when he was abducted.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Allen Curtley lived a low to medium risk lifestyle. Nothing would seem to indicate that he was particularly at risk from this killer, given what is known about the previous victims (almost all prostitutes) he seems an unlikely target. Given the other Arizona victims he seems a little more likely, there being no real correlation between the other victims.

Karen Curtley

BACKGROUND:

Karen Curtley was employed by her husband's company Done and Ready an accountant/bookkeeper. 

Much of what applies to Allen Curtley also applies to her.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Brain Curtley described his mother in the missing persons report as being about 5ft tall, weighing 140lbs with grey hair and blue eyes.

CLOTHING:

Karen Curtley is believed to have been wearing a yellow floral dress and white shoes on the day of her dissapearance.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Karen Curtley lived a low to medium risk lifestyle. Nothing would seem to indicate that she was particularly at risk from this killer, given what is known about the previous victims (almost all prostitutes) she seems an unlikely target. Given the other Arizona victims she seems a little more likely, there being no real correlation between the other victims.

Felix Royos

BACKGROUND:

Felix Royos was a high school drop out who worked at Abe's Gas-n-go as the graveyard shift worker.

He had several minor juvenille arrests (possession of alcohol, curfew violation, criminal mischief) but nothing since his eighteenth birthday. His brother Enrico Royos is currently in prison for two counts of Grand Theft Auto.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Felix is a young hispanic male, approximately 5ft 8inches and 150lbs. He has black hair and brown eyes.

CLOTHING:

Felix is believed to have been  wearing his work uniform when he was abducted. This consists of a pair of dark pants (most likely black) and a light blue, short sleeved shirt with "Abe's Gas-n-Go" embroidered above the breast pocket. He is most likely to have been wearing a pair of white running shoes.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

While Felix's job places him in a high risk category for many crimes, he is still only considered medium to high risk for this type of crime. Given the nature of  the other victims in Arizona he does seem to have been a substantial risk given his isolation of, and the time of day that he worked.

He would seem to be somewhat unusual given that he is a definate departure from the race of the victims to this point.

Edward Stolz

BACKGROUND:

Ed Stolz was a mechanic for Greyhound Bus Lines. He was married to Laverne Stolz, and they had one child, Timothy. He would go fishing with his friend from high school Chris Martin, every couple of months. They would almost always go to the same spot on the Coolidge Dam Reservoir. 

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Laverne Stolz describes her husband as being 6ft tall and weighing around 130lbs. He has light brown hair, a moustache and blue eyes. 

CLOTHING:

After an examination of the clothes found at their camp site, Laverne Stolz believes her husband is most likely wearing a pair of blue denim jeans and a red and black check jacket.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Ed Stolz lived a low to medium risk lifestyle. Given the nature of  the other victims in Arizona he does seem to have been at a substantial risk given his isolation at the time of his abduction.

Christopher Martin

BACKGROUND:

Chris Martin was an assistant manager at the True Value Hardware Store in Tempe Arizona. He was single at the time of his dissapearance and as far as it can be ascertained he was not seeing anyone.

 He would go fishing with his friend from high school Ed Stolz, every couple of months. They would almost always go to the same spot on the Coolidge Dam Reservoir.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Laverne Stolz describes Chris Martin as being approximately 5ft 10inches and weighing around 140lbs. He had Black Hair, a beard and brown eyes. He is also left handed.

CLOTHING:

It is unknown exactly what Chris would have been wearing when he dissapeared. According to Laverne Stolz he was wearing a pair of Black Jeans, a dark t-shirt, and a Cardinals Jacket when he left the Stolz residence on the Friday before his dissapearance. A pair of jeans and a t-shirt matching that description were found at their camp site, recently worn, the Jacket has yet to be accounted for.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Chris Martin lived a low to medium risk lifestyle. Given the nature of  the other victims in Arizona he does seem to have been at a substantial risk given his isolation at the time of his abduction.

Rolf Trautner

BACKGROUND:

Rolf Trautner was a German tourist on vacation. He had recently completed his three years of national service and was touring the United States for three months before attending Uniuversity in Germany.

He had been in the country for a little over two weeks. He has no relatives in the United States.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Rolf Trautner is described as being 6 ft 2 inches tall and weighing around 160 lbs. He has short, blonde hair and blue eyes.

CLOTHING:

It is unknown what clothing Rolf would have been wearing when he was abducted. The rest of his luggage suggests either brighjtly coloured European clothing labels or a t-shirt bearing the name of a US sporting team from a variety of states.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Rolf Trautner could be considered a medium to high risk victim of this type of crime. As a tourist it is unlikely that he would be missed quite as quickly as a citizen of United States might be. His physical fitness might lower this slightly. He gave no outward signs of his military training, so this is unlikely to be a factor in his selection as a victim.

Freda Ollenburg

BACKGROUND:

Freda Ollenburg was a German tourist on vacation. She had recently completed his three years of national service and was touring the United States for three months before attending Uniuversity in Germany. She had been in the country for a little over two weeks. She has no relatives in the United States. A small quantity of the drug ecstacy was found in her luggage (4 tablets).

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Freda Ollenburg is described as being 6ft 4inches tall and weghing around 160lbs. She had short, bright red hair (dyed) and blue eyes.

CLOTHING:

It is unknown what clothing Freda would have been wearing when he was abducted. The rest of her luggage suggests she may have been wearing brightly coloured or flourescent clothing.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Freda Ollenburg could be considered a medium to high risk victim of this type of crime. As a tourist it is unlikely that he would be missed quite as quickly as a citizen of United States might be. It is assumed that she purchased the ecstacy in the United States, her willingness to seek out people who she would be able to aquire this drug from raises her level of risk somewhat.

Dieter Van Olsen

BACKGROUND:

Dieter Van Olsen is a Dutch National who used be the Vice-President for Petroleum Exploration, Royal Dutch Shell Corporation. He has since retired and is travelling the world with his wife. He had been in the United States for three months.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Dieter Van Olsen is described as being 5 ft 8 inches tall and weighing approximately 150 lbs. 

He has grey hair and brown eyes.

CLOTHING:

It is unknown what clothing Dieter Van Olsen was wearing when he dissapeared.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Dieter Van Olsen could be considered a medium to high risk victim of this type of crime. As a tourist it is unlikely that he would be missed quite as quickly as a citizen of United States might be.

Vera Van Olsen

BACKGROUND:

Vera Van Olsen is a Dutch National who is travelling the world with her husband since his retirement. She had been in the United States for three months

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Vera Van Olsen is described as being 5ft 2inches tall and weighing approximately 130lbs.

She has short grey hair and brown eyes. She has a long scar on her right thigh as a result of a hip replacement operation.

CLOTHING:

It is unknown what clothing Vera Van Olsen was wearing when she dissapeared.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Vera Van Olsen could be considered a medium to high risk victim of this type of crime. As a tourist it is unlikely that she would be missed quite as quickly as a citizen of United States might be.

Victorio Begay

BACKGROUND:

Victorio Begay was a well respected member of the Apache Community. By local standards he was quite prosperous, owning two hundred sheep, several dozen acres of property, two pickup trucks, and a home big enough to give his two sons their own rooms. He had no enemies to speak of, either personal or business. The Begay's relations in the community were good.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Victorio Begay was a fairly large man, 6 ft tall and 190lbs. Apache Indian he had black hair and brown eyes. 

CLOTHING:

Victorio Begay was wearing a pair of blue denim jeans and a red flannel shirt when he was killed. 


RISK ASSESSMENT:

Victorio Begay lived a low to medium risk lifestyle. He is an unusual victim in this case insofar as he is Apache, most of the victims are Caucasians. It is also unusual that he and his family appear to have been taken at the same time with very little to no struggle.

Louisa Begay

BACKGROUND:

Louisa Begay was the wife of Victoria Begay and a well liked member of the local Apache community.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Louisa Begay was 5 ft 4 inches tall and 140lbs. She had black, slightly greying shoulder length hair and brown eyes.

CLOTHING:

Louisa Begay was wearing a brown full length skirt and an off white cotton shirt at the time of her death.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Louisa Begay lived a low to medium risk lifestyle. She is an unusual victim in this case given that she is Apache, and most of the other victims are Caucasians. It is also unusual that she and her family appear to have been taken at the same time with very little to no struggle.

Paco Begay

BACKGROUND:

Paco Begay was the son of Victorio and Louisa Begay. He worked on the family ranch full-time. 

He had no prior criminal record.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Paco was a young Apache Indian about 5 ft 6 inches tall with black hair and brown eyes.

CLOTHING:

Paco was wearing tan coloured pants and a white t-shirt when he was killed.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Paco Begay lived a low to medium risk lifestyle. He is an unusual victim in this case insofar as he is Apache, most of the victims are Caucasians. It is also unusual that he and his family appear to have been taken at the same time with very little to no struggle.

Luca Begay

BACKGROUND:

Paco Begay was the son of Victorio and Louisa Begay. He worked on the family ranch full-time. 

He had no prior criminal record.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Luca was a young Apache Indian about 5 ft 3 inches tall with black hair and brown eyes.

CLOTHING:

Luca was wearing black pants and a blue t-shirt when he was killed.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Luca Begay lived a low to medium risk lifestyle. He is an unusual victim in this case insofar as he is Apache, most of the victims are Caucasians. It is also unusual that he and his family appear to have been taken at the same time with very little to no struggle.

Kenneth Braverman

BACKGROUND:

Kenneth Braverman was a detective with the Houston Police Department. He was married to Elaine Braverman and they had two sons, Samuel and Thomas. Kenneth Braverman was the prime suspect in a series of murders in Houston. 

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Kenneth Braverman was 5 ft 11 inches tall and weighed approximately 190lbs. He had short dark brown hair and brown eyes. He had a scar on his left calf where he had been shot.

CLOTHING:

Kenneth Braverman was wearing Black pants and a blue shirt when he was killed.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Kenneth Bravermans job placed him in a high risk category for most sorts of violent crime. He was in a slightly higher than normal group for this sort of crime, but he was not necessarily a likely victim.

Elaine Braverman

BACKGROUND:

Elaine Braverman is the wife of  Kenneth Braverman. She was a nurse at Texas Children's hospital.

She is currently wanted for questioning in connection with the deaths of her husband and their two children, as well as the deaths of seven prostitutes.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Elaine Braverman is described as being 5 ft 9 inches tall and 150lbs. She has shoulder length brown hair and blue eyes. She has a tattoo of a bear on her abdomen.

CLOTHING:

It is unknown what clothing Elaine Braverman was wearing at the time of her dissapearance, nor what she is likely to be wearing currently. She was last seen wearing her nurses uniform getting ready to finish her shift.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Elaine Braverman led a low to medium risk lifestyle. Nothing about her suggests that she is likely to have been responsible for the killings but this fact must be considered. If she not herself a victim of those responsible then it is hoped she can assist greatly with finding those who are.

Thomas Braverman

BACKGROUND:

Thomas was the son of Kenneth and Elaine Braverman. He was attending Mabel B. Wesley Elementary.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Thomas was 3 ft 9 inches tall and weighed around 90 lbs. He had short brown hair and brown eyes.

CLOTHING:

Thomas was wearing a pair of  purple Barney the Dinosaur pyjamas when he was killed.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Thomas was in a low to medium risk group for this type of crime. His age and lack of physical strength may have increased his risk level.

Samuel Braverman

BACKGROUND:

Samuel was the son of Kenneth and Elaine Braverman. He was attending Mabel B. Wesley Elementary.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Samuel was 4 ft 6 inches tall and weighed around 110 lbs. He had short brown hair and brown eyes.

CLOTHING:

Samuel was wearing a grey marle tracksuit when he was killed.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Thomas was in a low to medium risk group for this type of crime. His age and lack of physical strength may have increased his risk level.

Betty Palmer

BACKGROUND:

Betty Palmer was a prostitute who lived in River Oaks, Houston. She attended Houston Community College.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Betty was 5 ft 8 inches and 140 lbs. She had short brown hair and blue eyes.

CLOTHING:

Betty was naked when she was killed. She was wearing a long blonde wig.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Betty Palmer lived a high risk lifestyle with respect to many crimes including this type of crime, due to her profession (Especially from missionary-oriented serial killers). 

Wendy Cullen

BACKGROUND:

Wendy Cullen was a prostitute who resided in Montrose, Houston. She shared an apartment with 

Janet Byers, also a prostitute, who filed the missing persons report.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Wendy Cullen was 6ft tall and weighed 155lbs. She had shoulder length red hair (dyed) and green eyes. 

CLOTHING:

Wendy Cullen was wearing a black bra and panties when she was killed.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Wendy lived a high risk lifestyle with respect to many crimes including this type of crime, due to her profession (Especially from missionary-oriented serial killers).

Sally McLaren

BACKGROUND:

Sally McLaren was a prostitute who lived in Motrose, Houston. She had no fixed residence and was heavily addicted to heroin according to people who knew her.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Sally McLaren was 5ft 10inches tall and weighed 100lbs.

She had short blonde hair and brown eyes.

CLOTHING:

Sally McLaren was naked when she was killed.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Sally McLaren lived a high risk lifestyle with respect to many crimes including this type of crime, due to her profession (Especially from missionary-oriented serial killers).

Leonie Hughes

BACKGROUND:

Leonie Hughes was a prostitute who lived in Houston Heights. She had no fixed residence.

Her parents had filed a missing persons report on her two months before she was killed.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Leonie was 5ft 4inches tall and weighed 120lbs. She had shoulder length black hair and brown eyes.

CLOTHING:

Leonie Hughes was wearing a black t-shirt when she was killed.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Leonie Hughes lived a high risk lifestyle with respect to many crimes including this type of crime, due to her profession (Especially from missionary-oriented serial killers).

Elizabeth Dixon

BACKGROUND:

Elizabeth Dixon was a prostitute that resided in River Oakes, Houston. She lived with her two year old son Jacob. 

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Elizabeth Dixon was 5 ft 2 inches tall and weghed 130 lbs. She had short green hair (dyed) and blue eyes.

CLOTHING:

Elizabeth Dixon was wearing a pair of blue denim jeans and a black t-shirt when she was killed.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Elizabeth lived a high risk lifestyle with respect to many crimes including this type of crime, due to her profession (Especially from missionary-oriented serial killers).

Catherine Hobbs

BACKGROUND:

Catherine Hobbs was a prostitute who lived in Bellaire, Houston. She had two prior arrests, one for drug possession and one for firearms offences.

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Catherine Hobbs was 5 ft 2 inches tall and 140 lbs. She had shoulder length Blonde hair and brown eyes.

CLOTHING:

Catherine Hobbs was wearing a blue cotton shirt and white panties when she was killed.

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Catherine lived a high risk lifestyle with respect to many crimes including this type of crime, due to her profession (Especially from missionary-oriented serial killers).

Katalin DeSilva

BACKGROUND:

Katalin DeSilva was a prostitute who lived in River Oakes, Houston. She was collecting social security benefits under three false names as well as her own. 

PHYSICAL TRAITS:

Katalin DeSilva was 5 ft 8 inches tall and weighed 130 lbs. She had medium length brown hair and brown eyes.

CLOTHING:

Katalin was wearing one snakeskin boot when she was killed (the left).

RISK ASSESSMENT:

Katalin DeSilva lived a high risk lifestyle with respect to many crimes including this type of crime, due to her profession (Especially from missionary-oriented serial killers).

SCENE TYPE:

A primary crime scene is most often defined as the scene where the most interactions between the victim and the offender take place. The crime scene that these victims were found at were all primary sites. That is to say that the victims were all killed in or near the places they were taken. This is established by the following factors: 

The nature and extent of the wounds inflicted upon the victims meant they would lose a lot of blood, not all the blood is accounted for, but enough was found with the bodies to suggest they were all killed where they were found. The locations that they were attacked in, either their homes or in secluded alleys late at night meant that the act of taking the victim would recieve no immediate attention. 

The stabbing injuries and inflicted upon the victims would have resulted in screaming. This would not have been noticable in the case of he Begays or Kenneth Braverman but in all other instances it would be assumed someone would have noticed screams. No one has reported hearing such things and there is no sign that any of the victims were gagged. The likely conclusion therefore is that the nerve toxin was used to subdue the victims and keep them quiet, or keep them quiet once they had been subdued by other means. 

The other crime scenes are interesting in that they are likely secondary scenes. The offender will have taken the victims to another place to kill them as there is too much exposure on the highway. This is a departure slightly from the Modus Operandi established in the other cases, however it may indicate that the offender is altering his MO having realised that killing at the scene of abduction leads to a quick discovery of the body. It may also indicate that we are dealing with a seperate offender in these cases.

It is almost undoubtable that Kenneth Braverman killed his two children and Katalin DeSilva, the bite marks on his children's hands and ears and on Katalin DeSilva's breast are a match for his teeth, while the semen sample taken from Katalin DeSilva is a genetic match also. Given the eye witness testimony and other physical evidence surrounding the murders of the other prostitutes it is reasonable to assume he is responsible for these also. It may be that he had an accomplice, possibly Elaine Braverman who has killed him and is continuing with the murders. This would go some way to explaining the change in MO. 

There are several more crime scenes to be discovered, the place where the missing people were killed and where they were disposed of later. It is unlikely that these are all the same place. It is far more likely that each group of missing individuals was killed in a seperate place and then disposed of in a seperate place. It is however, not completely unlikely that they may all have been taken to the same place to be killed.

Method of Approach 

The victims as individual groups were taken without struggle. This suggests an element of trust on behalf of the victims. It suggests the assailant was able to convince the victims to go to another location and where the assailant could gain control of them in some manner, or the asssailant was able to quickly and easily gain control of the victims before taking them elsewhere, or murdering them in the case of the prostitutes.  

The method of approach in this case was most likely a con of some kind to acquire trust, followed up by, either there or at another location, a sudden, violent attack to gain control.

Methods of Control 

It seems highly likely that the assaliant in this case used the nerve toxin as the primary method of control of the victims. There is no evidence of any other method of restraint in most of the cases (in some of the cases involving prostitutes they were held down hard enough to cause bruising).

It is unknown at this time how this toxin is administered.

Amount of Force 

There would seem to be very little in the way of force used to initially assert control over the victims. 

There was a brutal level of physical force used throughout the assault on the victims. The victims were all given violent stab wounds to the abdomen. Some of them had organs removed. Others were bitten quite severely. 

The offender's need for these excessive levels of force, and victim damage indicate an extremely reactive, angry, retaliatory offender. These victims were being punished for some real or perceived wrong. The amount of force and the nature of the force that was used on these victims suggest also that this assailant would not have bargained with or listened to the pleas of these victims. The assailant was enraged, and concerned only with teaching these victims a lesson, from his point of view.

Victim Resistance 

The victims demonstrated very limited resistance to these attacks. This is demonstrated by the very limited amount of defensive injury noted in the autopsy reports. This speaks to the sudden, unexpected application of force from an overwhelming assailant possibly on a completely paralysed or debilitated. 

Type and Sequence of Sexual Acts 

There is very little physical evidence to suggest any overtly sexual acts committed during the attacks on most of the victims. Several of the prostitutes were probably sexually assualted (Katalin DeSilva was almost certainly raped, the others may have consented to very rough sex before being killed). 

Precautionary Acts 

This case is replete with precautionary acts that were committed by the assailant. Precautionary acts are behaviors that the assailant purposefully engages in to protect his own identity, facilitate his escape from the scene, and destroy or deny the transfer of physical evidence (an uncomplex example would be a burglar who wears a mask and gloves; both are precautionary acts). 

The following are examples of precautionary acts committed by the assailant. This is not meant to be an all-inclusive list, but rather to demonstrate the assailant's state of mind before, during and after the offense: 

Removal of the victims to a location that he controlled: This act put the offender and the victims in an environment that the offender controlled. It facilitated an unseen, uninterrupted attack upon the victims, providing the assailant with the time to engage in those activities that he desired. 

Disposal of the bodies in a shallow grave. This act makes discovery of the bodies difficult. It also places the victims at a location separate from the assailant. 

Conclusions regarding these behaviors will be drawn in the Offender Characteristics section. 

Purpose of the Assault 

It is the opinion of this examiner that the primary reason for these killings was probably as some sort of revenge against percieved slights or wrongs imagined by the assailant. There are several factors that would lead towards the assumption that the killings are occult related but there are also several factors that do not fit into the standard occult related crimes. The blood draining is the one factor that does not make sense in the light of other factors. Most factors in this case point towards the crimes being violence and revenge based, with the exception of the blood letting which is obviously an important part of the ritual for the offender. It is unknown what the offender is draining the blood for, it is unlikely that a single person or two people could consume the quantities of blood involved without becoming quite ill. It is possible that the offender believes he needs the blood for some purpose. It is unknown what that purpose might be. If some evidence could be found of what the offender is using the blood for it might assist greatly in the solving of this case.

Number of Assailants 

It is the opinion of this examiner that the number of assailants in this case was most likely two. The presentation is more consistent with two offenders than with one, or three. 

This is for the following reasons: 

The number of victims abducted and killed would have been more easily accomplished with two assailants. 

The nature, quality and extent of the injuries to various victims are markedly different, and suggest two separate offenders with very different ways of expressing their rage. 

'Satanic Ritual' Assessment 

This crime does not present  as a satanic ritual, or cult related, homicide. 

According to the Crime Classification Manual by Douglas et al, a designation of 141: Cult Murder has specific defining characteristics that are largely unseen in these particular homicides. They are as follows: 

Victimology 

Cult murders or satanic murders can be the result of randomly selected victims, but most often the victims are members of the group, or fringe members. Though it does generally involve multiple members. 

Crime Scene Indicators 

The crime scene will generally contain items or imagery that are symbolic to the group or cult. 

The disposal methods involving the bodies tend to be thorough burials in mass graves when the killing is meant to intimidate a small group of people. Little attempt will be made to conceal the body when the purpose of the killing is to intimidate a larger number of people, however the body will often be positioned symbolically in such cases.  There are no sybols or imagery at all in this case. There are, however, generally indications of multiple offenders, as in this case. 

The killing of livestock and bleeding them is a possible indicator of a satanic ritual but the burial of the sheep without any of the ritual trappings normal associated with such a crime would seem to cast doubt on this. 

Investigative Considerations 

The leaders of cults or such groups tend to have a masterful ability to attract and manipulate people, exploiting their vulnerability. The purpose for killing tends to be to eliminate troublemakers and/ or tighten his control over the group. 

Offender Personality Characteristics 

There are very likely two offenders involved in the deaths of these people. This section will focus on the characteristics of the primary offender. 

As already stated, the purpose of this offense was to punish the victim. His own violent and selfish sexual behaviors are indicative of how he is perceived by those who know him. He is likely a very selfish and explosive individual with a potentially violent temper. He wants those around him to think that he does not care how others view him. He would be described by those who know him well as hostile, angry, and as someone who carries grudges. His sexual assault on the prostitute Katalin DeSilva suggests that he projects a macho, heterosexual, in-control image to those around him. 

This is an extremely egocentric individual who cannot take the criticism of others, or tolerate shortcomings of any kind. He would further be described as someone who requires instant gratification for his impulses, and who can react violently when those impulses are not satisfied. 

He is glib and superficial, but also extremely manipulative. He must be dominant in all relationships with women. He can also become very possessive and irrationally jealous of those he feels are not spending enough time attending to his needs in his sexual relationships. His jealousy and possessiveness can and have manifested themselves in violent behavior acted out towards the females in his life. 

Arrest History 

The numerous precautionary actions taken by the offender, despite the fact the crime was not planned fully, demonstrate a level of knowledge and sophistication obtained through either repeated offenses, some level of exposure to law enforcement training and techniques, or previous arrests for similar crimes. The offender shows some knowledge of forensic methods, and attempts to dupe those specific efforts. 

Marital Status 

The offender's behavior and attitude suggest someone who is capable only of short term or sporadic on and off relationships with the females in his life. He very likely has been married more than once. His attitude towards women is very misogynistic, and his previous relationships with women would have involved a great deal of physical and/ or emotional abuse. 

If this offender was married at the time of the offense, and indicators are not clear on this issue, then his marriage would have been in crisis at the time of this offense. And his wife may very well have been the compliant partner in this crime. 

Skill Level 

However the offender demonstrates a wealth of applied criminal knowledge about investigative techniques and forensic methods. He is usually not the kind of offender to leave obvious physical evidence behind at a crime scene without making some attempt to obscure it. He demonstrates foresight in his disposal behavior, as well as a complete understanding of the criminal nature and quality of his acts, as clearly shown in his extensive regimen of precautionary behavior. 

Hobbies/ Personal Interests 

As indicated by his use of one or more knives in the commission of this crime, this offender has a very intense interest in knives and likely has an extensive collection of them in his home. It also likely that the offender has the same type of interest in firearms, and in hunting. 

He also very likely has a drinking problem.

Transportation 

If he does own a vehicle, it would be masculine, like a truck. This would also be consistent with the type of vehicle he would need to transport the victims to the disposal site. It would further be in strict keeping with his macho self-image of strength and control. The offender's own vehicle was likely used in this offense.

Second Offender

It is the opinion of this examiner that the second offender is likely to be the wife of the deceased police officer. She would seem to be dangerously unstable. The constant recurring murders of the sheep would seem to indicate a need to vent rage on a daily basis, perhaps more often. This would explain the high frequency of murders in this case.

She will react violently when approached by anyone who asserts authority, especially those with law enforcement credentials reminicent of her husbands.

